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From weeknight racing to world championships, get the sails and support you need to reach the
podium. Contact a Quantum J/22 class expert now to build a faster 2026 season.

Kris Werner | kwerner@quantumsails.com | QuantumSails.com

BUILDING FASTER SAILSOR
GET A QUOTE

https://www.quantumsails.com/en/sails/one-design/inshore/j-22?utm_source=j22_newsletter&utm_medium=web_ad&utm_campaign=general&utm_content=Summer2026
http://www.awardandsports.com
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Seventeen boats from The Netherlands, 
France, Italy and Germany competed May 
23-25 for the J/22 European Championship, 
part of the North Sea Regatta in The 
Netherlands. Congratulations to team 
Fraporita (NED) of Jean-Michel Lautier, 
Giuseppe D’Aquino, Denis Neves and Stan 
Heltzel for winning the title! The silver 
position was earned by team Jazzy (FRA), 
led by Reiner Brockerhoff. Italian team 
Pestifera placed in the bronze position with 
skipper Bruno Conetta.

Thank you to the Dutch J/22 Class for this report:

On the final day, we spent the entire morning 
waiting pleasantly with the whole fleet during 
the delay hours. A small breeze slowly built  
up, but we had learned that with the current,  
a small breeze is unfortunately not enough— 
at least, if you want to round the top buoy  
before Christmas.
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Nevertheless, the atmosphere on the jetty was 
great. Some teams rigged their boats neatly, 
others waited a bit longer, and still others started 
cleaning their sails with fresh water. Inside, 
people were playing cards, discussing tactics  
and drinking lots of cups of coffee.

Unfortunately, a sailing race turned out not 
to be possible on the final day. But the Class 
subsequently showed its best side with what 
must surely be the new European record for 
speedy sports boat cranes: 17 boats in just 
over an hour. With all the sailors, led by the EC 
organizers, we craned one J after another out of 

the water like a well-oiled machine at a killing 
pace. Without pushing and shoving, without a 
queue for trailers or boats, without shouting or 
cursing, but with all the energy, enthusiasm and 
camaraderie we still had left after all the coffee 
and waiting.

Afterwards, we were able to go straight to  
the prize-giving ceremony. Reigning European 
Champion Fraporita was allowed to take the 
challenge trophy home immediately. The French 
team Jazzy finished in second place, and  
the Italians from team Pestifera took third  
place. Congratulations!

Photos courtesy of Sebastiaan Zoomers 
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All in all, it was an amazing European 
Championship, with four full days of sailing, 
summery weather, and above all: a mega-friendly 
Class. Thanks to the organizers of the North Sea 
Regatta and the European Championship, thanks 
to all the volunteers, and most importantly: 
thanks to all the sailors who made this weekend 
such a success!

DAY ONE RECAP: Day 1 of the European 
Championship started with… a delay! The crew  
of Katapult made the best of the situation and 
threw a SUP in the water. The rest of the crews 
waited patiently in the shade for the D-flag.

In an adventurous tow of more than 10 Js, we 
eventually headed out of the harbour after about 
an hour. The day was all about constantly reading 
shifting currents, wind, and land- and sea-effects.

Jabbadabbadoo had it figured out and took the 
first win. The Race Committee kept up a good 
pace, and we barely had time to drink some  
water and apply another layer of sunscreen  
before the next start.

The second race was won by Pestifera, one of the 
Italian teams. The third race followed quickly and 
was won by Fraporita, who also led the overall 
standings. Two photographers captured all the 
action beautifully — even from the air!

In the evening, all J/22 sailors gathered on the 
upper floor of Villani for an elegant Class dinner. 
Complete with a seating arrangement, three 
courses and special beer mats. Afterwards on to 
the tent party with the rest of the NSR. All in all,  
a very successful first racing day!
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DAY TWO RECAP: The second day brought 
even more sun, sea and sailing. After the very 
successful tent party with Vangrail, everyone  
was fresh and fruity on the jetty. The current  
was an even bigger challenge this day.

The tension in the vanguard was palpable.  
Jazzy eventually won the first match; the second 
match was won by Jadten.

During the last race, the wind dropped further 
and further. As the first boats finished, a handful 
of boats fought for every meter at the top 
mark. But every few meters you advanced, the 
current pushed you away again. One team even 
rounded the top mark but then failed to reach the 
spreader. Fraporita again won the last match 
and still led the rankings.
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Event details:  
North Sea Regatta 2026 manage2sail

Dutch Class updates and photos from the Championship: 
EK Nieuws – J22 klasse Nederland

https://www.manage2sail.com/nl-nl/event/NSR2026#!/
https://j22klasse.nl/ek-2026/ek-nieuws/
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Southern Yacht Club is very excited to announce 
the title sponsor for the 2026 J/22 World 
Championship: Allstate Sugar Bowl. Sugar Bowl’s 
mission is to promote and finance amateur and 
collegiate sporting events for the purpose of 
generating tourism. While most will know about 
Sugar Bowl from the annual New Year’s football 
game, ASB sponsors multiple sporting events 
around the greater New Orleans area, including 
basketball, golf, lacrosse, soccer, swimming 

and sailing. The annual Sugar Bowl Race of 
Champions, sailed in conjunction with the GYA 
Capdevielle series, actually predates the football 
game by a few days, dating back to 1934. 

This year’s World Championship will be held 
October 5-10 at Southern Yacht Club on the 
shores of Lake Pontchartrain. The racecourse is a 
short sail from the newly renovated dry storage 
facility, which includes ample parking, three 

October 5-10, 2026 • Southern Yacht Club, New Orleans, Louisiana USA 

Allstate Sugar Bowl 2026  
J/22 World Championship
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hoists and a covered dock for post-race chalk 
talks and casual get-togethers. Competitors 
from around the US, as well as Canada, Cayman 
Islands and The Netherlands, are already 
registered for what promises to be a great 
event. The committee is working hard to plan 
several fun social events, including an Opening 

Welcome Reception with an open bar.  
Don’t miss this opportunity to compete against 
some of the best J/22 sailors in the world! 

The Notice of Race and  
registration can be found at  
2026 J/22 World Championship. 

https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/30892
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Rodney Brown 
Oklahoma City, OK 

Christopher Doyle 
Kenmore, NY

Michael Gemperline 
Tiverton, RI

Joe Gibbs 
Madison, MS

Robert Grove 
Boyne City, MI

Thomas Lösch 
Erkrath Germany

Linda McDavitt 
Austin, TX

Jackson Miller 
Nashville, TN

Christopher Princing 
Saginaw, MI

Jeff Progelhof 
Heath, TX

James Rawlings 
Alexandria, VA

Mark Sexton 
West Yarmouth, MA

Matthew Thompson 
Minneapolis, MN

Jeff Todd 
Annapolis, MD

Barry White 
Meriden, KS 

Gold Sponsors have contributed $100 to the U.S. Class (in addition to full membership)

Gold Sponsors

 Platinum Sponsors have contributed $200 to the U.S. Class (in addition to full membership)

Platinum Sponsors
Glenn Darden 
Fort Worth, TX

William English 
Hickory Corners, MI

Mark Foster 
Canyon Lake, TX
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Winter sailing on Lake Baldeney 
has become really popular in 
recent years. The J/22 Class takes 
advantage of the cold season to  
be active on the water even in  
frosty temperatures and wintry  
wind conditions. This year, 11  
teams competed.
The J/22 Winter Series 2025/2026 took place on 
five dates: November 23, 2025, December 14, 
2025, January 11, 2026, February 8, 2026, and 
March 1, 2026. The regattas were organized 
by ETUF Essen. This allowed sailors to gain 
competitive experience and foster a sense of 
community even in winter. Unfortunately, the 
event on January 11 had to be canceled due to 
low temperatures and the frozen lake.

GERMANY REPORT: 
Conclusion of the  

Winter Series in Essen

Baldeney-Lake on January 11, 2026
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The series on Sunday, March 
1, 2026 ended under optimal 
conditions. The weather was 
sunny and windy, with wind 
speeds of up to approximately 
11 knots.

Ulrike Paland from the hosting ETuF won the competition, 
followed by Christian Greving and Thomas Lösch.

Results: 
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2026
2026 J/22 World Championship

Southern Yacht Club  
New Orleans, LA, United States

October 5 - October 10

2027
2027 J/22 Midwinter Championship

Lakewood Yacht Club 
Seabrook, TX, United States

March 18 - March 21

2027 J/22 North American 
Championship

Bristol Yacht Club 
Bristol, RI, United States

September 30 - October 3

C a l e n d a r

Submit your regatta dates/information 
to howell@j22.com
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Looking 
for 

Vendors 
for Your 

J/22?
WWW.J22.ORG/THE-BOAT/VENDORS/

http://www.j22.org/the-boat/vendors/
https://www.kablooeyboatparts.com

